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1. The Union tried to divide the
Confederate Army at Freder-
icksburg, but the attempt failed.

2. The Battle of Gettyshurg in
1863 was a major turning
point in the war.

3. During 1864, Union campaigns
in the East and South dealt crip-
pling blows to the Confederacy.

4. Union troops forced the South
to surrender in 1865, ending
the Civil War.
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The Big Idea

Union victories in 1863, 1864,
and 1865 ended the Civil War.

Key Terms and People

Battle of Gettysburg, p. 537
George Pickett, p. 539

Pickett's Charge, p. 539
Gettysburg Address, p. 540
Wilderness Campaign, p. 540
William Tecumseh Sherman, p. 541
total war, p. 542

Appomattox Courthouse, p. 542
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TAKING NOTES

Use the graphic organizer online to
take notes on the events that led to
the end of the Civil War.
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The Tide of War

Turns

If YOU were there...

You live in southern Pennsylvania in 1863, near a battlefield where
thousands died. Now people have come from miles around to
dedicate a cemetery here. You are near the front of the crowd. The
first speaker impresses everyone with two hours of dramatic words
and gestures. Then President Lincoln speaks—just a few minutes of
simple words. Many people are disappointed.

Why do you think the president’s speech
was so short?

n

BUILDING BACKGROUND Many people, especially in the North,
had expected a quick victory, but the war dragged on for years. The bal-
ance of victories seemed to seesaw between North and South, and both
sides suffered terrible casualties. The last Confederate push into the North
ended at Gettysburg in one of the bloodiest battles of the war.

Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville

Frustrated by McClellan’s lack of aggression, Lincoln replaced him
with General Ambrose E. Burnside as leader of the Army of the Po-
tomac. Burnside favored a swift, decisive attack on Richmond by way
of Fredericksburg. In November 1862, he set out with 120,000 troops.
Burnside’s tactics surprised General Lee. The Confederate com-
mander had divided his force of 78,000 men. Neither section of the
Confederate army was in a good position to defend Fredericksburg.
However, Burnside’s army experienced delays in crossing the Rap-
pahannock River. These delays allowed Lee’s army to reunite and
entrench themselves around Fredericksburg. Finally, the Union
army crossed the Rappahannock and launched a series of charges.
These attacks had heavy casualties and failed to break the Confeder-
ate line. Eventually, after suffering about 12,600 casualties, Burnside
ordered a retreat. The Confederates had about 5,300 casualties.
Soon Burnside stepped down from his position. Lincoln made
General Joseph Hooker the commander of the Army of the Potomac.
At the end of April 1863, Hooker and his army of about 138,000
men launched a frontal attack on Fredericksburg. Then Hooker



ordered about 115,000 of his troops to split
off and approach the Confederate’s flank, or
side. Hooker’s strategy seemed about to work.
But for some reason he hesitated and had his
flanking troops take a defensive position at
Chancellorsville. This town was located a
tew miles west of Fredericksburg.

The following day, Lee used most of his
army (about 60,000 men) to attack Hooker’s
troops at Chancellorsville. Stonewall Jack-
son led an attack on Hooker’s flank while
Lee commanded an assault on the Union
front. The Union army was almost cut in
two. They managed to form a defensive line,
which they held for three days. Then Hooker
ordered a retreat.

Lee’s army won a major victory. But this
victory had severe casualties. During the bat-
tle, Lee’s trusted general, Stonewall Jackson,
was accidentally shot by his own troops. He
died a few days later.

| READING CHECK J Comparing What did

generals McClellan, Burnside, and Hooker have
in common?

ThreabaystatGettyshure

Gettysburg was the largest and
bloodiest battle of the Civil War.

In three days, more than 51,000
soldiers were killed, wounded,
captured, or went missing. It

was an important victory for the
Union, and it stopped Lee’s plan of
invading the North.

Artillery played a key role
in the Battle of Gettysburg
onJuly 1, 1863.

T

Battle of Gettysburg

General Lee launched more attacks within
Union territory. As before, his goal was to
break the North's will to fight. He also hoped
that a victory would convince other nations
to recognize the Confederacy.

First Day
In early June 1863, Lee cut across northern
Maryland into southern Pennsylvania. His
forces gathered west of a small town called
Gettysburg. Lee was unaware that Union sol-
diers were encamped closer to town. He had
been suffering from lack of enemy informa-
tion for three days because his cavalry chief
“Jeb” Stuart was not performing his duties.
Stuart and his cavalry had gone off on their
own raiding party, disobeying Lee’s orders.
Another Confederate raiding party went
to Gettysburg for boots and other supplies.
There, Lee’s troops ran right into Union gen-
eral George G. Meade’s cavalry, triggering the
Battle of Gettysburg, a key battle that final-
ly turned the tide against the Confederates.
The battle began on July 1, 1863, when the
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Day One: July 1, 1863
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Confederate raiding party and the Union forces
began exchanging fire. The larger Confeder-
ate forces began to push the Union troops
back through Gettysburg.

The Union soldiers regrouped along the
high ground of Cemetery Ridge and Culp’s
Hill. General Lee wanted to prevent the
Union forces from entrenching themselves.
He therefore ordered General Ewell to attack
immediately. However, Ewell hesitated and
thereby gave the Federals time to establish an
excellent defensive position.

In fact, Confederate General James Long-
street thought that the Union position was
almost impossible to overrun. Instead of
attacking, he felt that the Confederate army
should move east, take a strong defensive
position themselves, and wait for the Union
forces to attack them. However, General
Lee was not convinced. He believed that his
troops were invincible.

The Confederates camped at Seminary
Ridge, which ran parallel to the Union forces.
Both camps called for their main forces to
reinforce them and prepare for combat the
next day.
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Second Day

On July 2, Lee ordered an attack on the left
side of the Union line. Lee knew that he could
win the battle if his troops captured Little
Round Top from the Union forces. From this
hill, Lee’s troops could easily fire down on
the line of Union forces. Union forces and
Confederate troops fought viciously for con-
trol of Little Round Top. The fighting was
particularly fierce on the south side of the
hill. There the 20th Maine led by Colonel
Joshua Chamberlain battled the 15th Ala-
bama led by Colonel William Oates. Later,
when describing the conflict, Oates said,
“The blood stood in puddles in some places
in the rocks.” Eventually, the Union forced
the Confederates to pull back from Little
Round Top.

Then the Confederates attacked Cem-
etery Hill and Culp’s Hill. The fighting last-
ed until nightfall. The assault on Cemetery
Hill was unsuccessful. The Confederates did
manage to take a few trenches on Culp’s Hill.
Even so, the Union forces still held a strong
defensive position by the day’s end.

Union soldiers
{ desperately
defended Little
Round Top from a
fierce Confederate
charge.
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Pickett’s Charge

On the third day of battle, Longstreet again
tried to convince Lee not to attack. But Lee
thought that the Union forces were severely
battered and ready to break. Because of this,
he planned to attack the center of the Union
line on Cemetery Ridge. Such a tactic, he
telt, would not be expected. Indeed, General
Meade left only about 5,750 troops to defend
the center.

For over an hour, the Confederates
shelled Cemetery Ridge with cannon fire. For
a while, the Union cannons fired back. Then
they slacked off. The Confederates assumed
that they had seriously damaged the Union
artillery. In reality, the Confederate barrage
did little damage.

The task of charging the Union center
fell to three divisions of Confederate soldiers.
General George Pickett commanded the larg-
est unit. In late afternoon, nearly 15,000 men
took part in Pickett’s Charge. For one mile,
the Confederates marched slowly up toward
Cemetery Ridge. Showered with cannon and
rifle fire, they suffered severe losses. But even-
tually, .some of them almost reached. their
destination. Then Union reinforcements
added to the barrage on the rebels. Soon the
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1. Human-Environment Interaction How do you think
geography affected Pickett's Charge?
2. Movement In which direction did Pickett's soldiers
charge?
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Focus oN
READING
Summarize the
effects of the
Battle of
Gettysburg.

H

HISTORY.

VIDEO

Gettysburg
Address
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ACADEMIC
VOCABULARY
execute to
perform, carry out

Confederates retreated, leaving about 7,500
casualties on the field of battle. Distressed by
this defeat, General Lee rode among the sur-
vivors and told them, “It is all my fault.”

On the fourth day, Lee began to retreat
to Virginia. In all, nearly 75,000 Confederate
soldiers and 90,000 Union troops had fought
during the Battle of Gettysburg.

General Meade decided not to follow Lee’s
army. This decision angered Lincoln. He felt
that Meade had missed an opportunity to crush
the Confederates and possibly end the war.

Aftermath of Gettysburg

Gettysburg was a turning point in the war.
Lee’s troops would never again launch an
attack in the North. The Union victory at Get-
tysburg took place on the day before Grant'’s
capture of Vicksburg, Mississippi. These vic-
tories made northerners believe that the war
could be won.

In addition, the Union win at Gettysburg
helped to end the South’s search for foreign
influence in the war. After Gettysburg, Great
Britain and France refused to provide aid to
the Confederacy. The South’s attempt at cot-
ton diplomacy failed.

The Gettysburg Address
On November 19, 1863, at the dedicating
ceremony of the Gettysburg battlefield cem-
etery, President Lincoln gave a speech called
the Gettysburg Address, in which he praised
the bravery of Union soldiers and renewed
his commitment to winning the Civil War.
This short but moving speech is one of the
most famous in American history. In one
of its frequently quoted lines, Lincoln refer-
enced the Declaration of Independence and
its ideals of liberty, equality, and democracy.
He reminded listeners that the war was being
fought for those reasons.

Lincoln rededicated himself to winning
the war and preserving the Union. A difficult
road still lay ahead.

.m Analyzing Why was

Gettysburg a turning point?
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Union Campaigns Cripple
the Confederacy

Lincoln had been impressed with General
Grant'’s successes in capturing Vicksburg. He
transterred Grant to the East and gave him
command of the Union army. In early 1864,
Grant forced Lee to fight a series of battles in
Virginia that stretched Confederate soldiers
and supplies to their limits.

Wilderness Campaign in the East
From May through June, the armies fought in
northern and central Virginia. Union troops
launched the Wilderness Campaign—a
series of battles designed to capture the Con-
federate capital at Richmond, Virginia. The
first battle took place in early May, in woods
about 50 miles outside of Richmond. Grant
then ordered General Meade to Spotsylvania,
where the fighting raged for five days.

Over the next month, Union soldiers
moved the Confederate troops back toward
Richmond. However, Grant experienced his
worst defeat at the Battle of Cold Harbor
in early June, just 10 miles northeast of
Richmond. In only a few hours the Union
army suffered 7,000 casualties. The battle
delayed Grant’s plans to take the Confeder-
ate capital.

Union forces had suffered twice as many
casualties as the Confederates had, yet Grant
continued his strategy. He knew he would
be getting additional soldiers, and Lee could
not. Grant slowly but surely advanced his
troops through Virginia. He told another
officer, “I propose to fight it out on this line
if it takes all summer.”

After Cold Harbor, General Grant moved
south of Richmond. He had hoped to take
control of the key railroad junction at Peters-
burg, Virginia. Lee’s army, however, formed
a solid defense, and Grant could not execute
his attack. Grant was winning the war, but
he still had not captured Richmond. Facing
re-election, Lincoln was especially discour-
aged by this failure.
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Sherman Strikes the South

Lincoln needed a victory for the Union army
to help him win re-election in 1864. The
bold campaign of General William Tecumseh
Sherman provided this key victory. Sherman
carried out the Union plan to destroy south-
ern railroads and industries.

In the spring of 1864, Sherman marched
south from Tennessee with 100,000 troops.
His goal was to take Atlanta, Georgia, and
knock out an important railroad link. From
May through August, Sherman’s army moved
steadily through the Appalachian Moun-
tains toward Atlanta. Several times, Sherman
avoided defenses set up by Confederate gen-
eral Joseph Johnston.

In July, Sherman was within sight of
Atlanta. Confederate president Jefferson
Davis gave General John Hood command of
Confederate forcesin theregion. Hood repeat-
edly attacked Sherman in a final attempt to

INTERPRETING MAPS

o= 1. Movement About how long was Sherman's
March to the Sea from Atlanta to Savannah?
2. Movement What challenges do you think
& Sherman faced on his southern attacks?
Q = -
8OlW X“ = \

save Atlanta, but the Union troops proved
stronger. The Confederate troops retreated as
Sherman held Atlanta under siege.

Atlanta fell to Sherman’s troops on
September 2, 1864. Much of the city was
destroyed by artillery and fire. Sherman
ordered the residents who still remained to
leave. Responding to his critics, Sherman
later wrote, “War is war, and not popularity-
seeking.” The loss of Atlanta cost the South
an important railroad link and its center of
industry.

Many people in the North had been
upset with the length of the war. However,
the capture of Atlanta showed that progress
was being made in defeating the South. This
success helped to convince Union voters to
re-elect Lincoln in a landslide.

Sherman did not wait long to begin his
next campaign. His goal was the port city of
Savannah, Georgia. In mid-November 1864,
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Sherman left Atlanta with a force of about
60,000 men. He said he would “make Geor-
gia howl!”

During his March to the Sea, Sherman
practiced total war — destroying civilian and
economic resources. Sherman believed that
total war would ruin the South’s economy
andits ability to fight. He ordered his troops to
destroy railways, bridges, crops, livestock, and
other resources. They burned plantations and
freed slaves. The destruction of the South’s
crops and fields would be felt economically
for years after the war.

Sherman’s army reached Savannah on
December 10, 1864. They left behind a path of
destruction 60 miles wide. Sherman believed
that this march would speed the end of the
war. He wanted to break the South’s will to
fight by marching Union troops through the
heart of the Confederacy. In the end, Sher-
man’s destruction of the South led to anger
and resentment toward the people of the
North that would last for generations.

| READING CHECK J Drawing Conclusions

How did Sherman hope to help the Union with his
total-war strategy?

Causes and Effects of
the Civil War

|

Causes
 Disagreement over the institution of slavery
e Economic differences

¢ Political differences
Effects

e Slavery ends

* 620,000 Americans killed
e Military districts created
¢ Southern economy in ruins

INTERPRETING CHARTS
How important was slavery to the Civil War?
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The South Surrenders

In early January 1865, the Union navy took
control of the port at Wilmington, North
Carolina, the last major port available to the
Confederates. During the height of the battle,
six Navy crewmen entered the fort as it was
being shelled in order to deliver messages to
the commander. The men, including Chilean
immigrant Philip Bazaar, were awarded the
Congressional Medal of Honor for their val-
or in this duty. Then in early April, Sherman
closed in on the last Confederate defenders in
North Carolina. At the same time, Grant final-
ly broke through the Confederate defenses at
Petersburg. On April 2, Lee was forced to retreat
from Richmond.

Fighting Ends

By the second week of April 1865, Grant had
surrounded Lee’s army and demanded the
soldiers’ surrender. Lee hoped to join other
Confederates in fighting in North Carolina,
but Grant cut off his escape just west of Rich-
mond. Lee tried some last minute attacks but
could not break the Union line. Lee’s forces
were running low on supplies. General James
Longstreet told about the condition of Confed-
erate troops. “Many weary soldiers were picked
up . . . some with, many without, arms [weap-
ons|,—all asking for food.”

Trapped by the Union army, Lee recog-
nized that the situation was hopeless. “There
is nothing left for me to do but go and see
General Grant,” Lee said, “and I would rath-
er die a thousand deaths.”

On April 9, 1865, Union and Confeder-
ate leaders met in the small town of Appo-
mattox Courthouse where Lee surrendered
to Grant, thus ending the Civil War.

During the meeting, Grant assured Lee
that his troops would be fed and allowed
to keep their horses, and they would not be
tried for treason. Then Lee signed the sur-
render documents. The long, bloody war
had finally ended. Grant later wrote that he
found the scene at Appomattox Courthouse
more tragic than joyful.



Surrender at Appomattox

Union general Grant rose to shake hands

with Confederate general Lee after the
surrender. Grant allowed Lee to keep his
sword and Lee’s men to keep their horses.

Was it important for Grant and Lee to shake
hands? Why or why not?

“Ifelt. . . sadand depressed at
the downfall of a foe [enemy] who
had fought so long and valiantly
[bravely], and had suffered so much
for a cause, though that cause was, |
believe, one of the worst for which a
people ever fought. ”

—Ulysses S. Grant, Battle Cry of Freedom

As General Lee returned to his troops,
General Grant stopped Union forces from
cheering their victory. “The war is over,”
Grant said with relief. “The rebels are our
countrymen again.”

The Effects of the War

The Civil War lasted four years, from 1861 to
1865, and had deep and long-lasting effects.
Almost 620,000 Americans lost their lives
during the four years of fighting.

The defeat of the South ended slavery
there. The majority of former slaves, how-
ever, had no homes or jobs. The southern
economy was in ruins.

A tremendous amount of hostility
remained, even after the fighting had ceased.
The war was over, but the question remained:
How could the United States be united once
more?

| READING CHECK Predicting What problems

might the Union face following the Civil War?

SUMMARY AND PREVIEW After four long
years, the Civil War ended with General
Lee’s surrender at Appomattox Court-
house. In the next chapter you will read
about the consequences of the war in the
South.
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Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and People

a. Identify What Confederate general died from his wounds
at Chancellorsville?

b. Draw Conclusions Why was the Union army defeated at
Chancellorsville?

. a.ldentify What was the Gettysburg Address?

b. Analyze Why was geography important to the outcome
of the Battle of Gettysburg? Why was the battle significant?

. a.Recall What was the purpose of the Wilderness

Campaign?
b. Draw Conclusions In what way was the capture of
Atlanta an important victory for President Lincoln?

. a. Identify What events led to Lee’s surrender at

Appomattox Courthouse?
b. Summarize What problems did the South face at the end
of the war?

Critical Thinking

5.

.cus oN WRITING

Supporting a Point of View Review your notes on the

end of the Civil War. Then copy the graphic organizer below.
Use it to show the three events in
this section that you think con-
tributed most to the end of the 2
Civil War and explain why. 3

My WriteSmart

1

6. Taking Notes on the End of the War Reread this section

and take notes on the Battle of Gettysburg, the Wilderness
Campaign, the fall of Atlanta, and the South’s surrender. Be
sure to answer the following questions: Who? Where? When?
Why? and How?
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