
What You Will Learn…

SECTION

	 1.	The countries of Pacific 
South America share a his-
tory influenced by the Inca 
civilization and Spanish 
colonization.

	 2.	The culture of Pacific 
South America includes 
American Indian and Spanish 
influences.

You live in Cuzco, the capital of the Inca Empire. You are required to 

contribute labor to the empire, and you have been chosen to work 

on a construction project. Hauling the huge stones will be difficult, 

but the work will be rewarding. You can either choose to help build 

a magnificent temple to the sun god or you can help build a road 

from Cuzco to the far end of the empire.

	 Which project will you choose? Why?

Building Background  Before Spanish conquerors arrived 
in the early 1500s, a great American Indian empire ruled this region. 
Cuzco was the Inca capital. The Incas were such skilled engineers 
and builders that many of their forts and temples still stand today. 

History
Thousands of years ago, people in Pacific South America tried to 
farm on mountainsides as steep as bleachers. Other people tried 
to farm where there was almost no rain. These early cultures 
learned how to adapt to and modify their environments.

Early Cultures
Peru’s first advanced civilization reached its height in about 900 
BC in the Andes. These people built stone terraces into the steep 
mountainside so they could raise crops. In coastal areas, people 
created irrigation systems to store water and control flooding.

Agriculture supported large populations, towns, and culture. 
In the Bolivian highlands one early culture, the Tiahuanaco (tee-
uh-wuh-nah-koh), made huge stone carvings near a lakeshore. 
In another civilization on the coast, people scratched outlines of 
animals and other shapes into the surface of the Peruvian desert. 
These designs, known as the Nazca lines, are so large they can 
only be recognized from the sky.

History  
and Culture

2

Native cultures and Spanish 
colonization have shaped the 
history and culture of Pacific 
South America.

Key Terms
viceroy, p. 285
Creoles, p. 286

If YOU lived there...
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The Big Idea

Main Ideas

Use the graphic organizer online 
to take notes on the history and 
culture of Pacific South America. 
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TEKS  1A, 1B, 2A, 2B, 3A, 3B, 
3C, 3D, 4B, 4C, 4F, 15B, 15D, 

18B, 21B, 21C, 22D



The Inca Empire 
Eventually, one group of people came to 
rule most of the region. By the early 1500s, 
these people, the Incas, controlled an area 
that stretched from northern Ecuador to 
central Chile. The Inca Empire was home 
to as many as 12 million people.

The huge Inca Empire was highly  
organized. Irrigation projects turned deserts 
into rich farmland. Thousands of miles of 
stone-paved roads connected the empire. 
Rope suspension bridges helped the Incas 
cross the steep Andean valleys.

As advanced as their civilization was, 
the Incas had no wheeled vehicles or horses.  
Instead, relay teams of runners carried  
messages from one end of the empire to the 
other. Working together, a team of runners 
could carry a message up to 150 miles (240 
km) in one day. The runners did not carry 
any letters, however, because the Incas did 
not have a written language.

Spanish Rule
In spite of its great organization, however,  
the Inca Empire did not last long. A new 
Inca ruler, on his way to be crowned 
king, met the Spanish explorer Francisco  
Pizarro. Pizarro captured the Inca king, 
who ordered his people to bring enough 
gold and silver to fill a whole room. These 
riches were supposed to be a ransom for 
the king’s freedom. Instead, Pizarro ordered 
the Inca king killed. Fighting broke out, 
and by 1535 the Spaniards had conquered 
the Inca Empire. 

The new Spanish rulers often dealt 
harshly with the South American Indians  
of the fallen Inca Empire. Many Indians 
had to work in gold or silver mines or 
on the Spaniards’ plantations. A Spanish  
viceroy, or governor, was appointed by 
the king of Spain to make sure the Indians  
followed the Spanish laws and customs 
that had replaced native traditions.
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FOCUS ON 
READING
How do you think 
the South 
American Indians 
felt about the 
viceroy?

An Inca City
The Inca city of Machu Picchu lay undiscovered high in 
the Andes until 1911.

Analyzing Visuals  Why do you think Machu 
Picchu was undiscovered for almost 400 years?

VIDEO
Machu Picchu
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Independence 
By the early 1800s, people in Pacific South 
America began to want independence. 
They began to revolt against Spanish rule. 
Creoles, American-born descendants of 
Europeans, were the main leaders of the 
revolts. The success of the revolts led to 
independence for Chile, Ecuador, Peru, 
and Bolivia by 1825.  

Reading Check   Evaluating  How did Inca 
civilization influence the history of the region?  

Regions  Spanish is an official language throughout the region, 
but many people speak native languages instead.
	1. 	Interpreting Graphs  Where do more people speak native 

languages than Spanish?
	2. 	Analyze  Why do you think many people do not speak Spanish?

Languages in Pacific 
South America

Culture
Spanish and native cultures have both 
left their marks on Pacific South America. 
Most people in the region speak Spanish, 
and Spanish is the official language in all 
of the countries of the region.

However, people in many parts of 
the region also maintain much of their 
native culture. Millions of South American  
Indians speak native languages in addition 
to or instead of Spanish. In Bolivia, two 
native languages are official languages in 
addition to Spanish.

The people and customs of Pacific 
South America also reflect the region’s 
Spanish and Indian heritage. For example, 
Bolivia’s population has the highest per-
centage of South American Indians of any 
country on the continent. Many Bolivian 
Indians follow customs and lifestyles that 
have existed for many centuries. They 
often dress in traditional styles—full skirts 
and derby hats for the women and color-
ful, striped ponchos for the men.

Another part of the region’s culture 
that reflects Spanish and Indian influ-
ences is religion. Most people in Pacific 
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ONLINE QUIZ

South America practice the religion of  
the Spanish—Roman Catholicism. Some 
people in the Andes, however, also still 
practice ancient religious customs. Every 
June, for example, people participate in a 
festival that was celebrated by the Incas to 
worship the sun. During festivals people 
wear traditional costumes, sometimes with 
wooden masks. They also play traditional 
instruments, such as wooden flutes.

Reading Check   Generalizing  What tra-
ditional customs do people in the region still 
practice today?

  SUmmary and PReview  Pacific South 
America was home to one of the greatest 
ancient civilizations in the Americas— 
the Inca. The Spanish conquered the 
Incas. Today the region’s culture still 
reflects Inca and Spanish influences. 
Next, you will learn more about the  
governments and economies of Ecuador, 
Bolivia, Peru, and Chile today.

Andean Culture

Music played on 
wooden flutes like 
these is popular in 
the Andes.

Every May, high in the Andes, 
Bolivians gather in Macha, 
Bolivia for Tinku, a festival 
honoring Pachamama, or 
mother earth.

Analyzing Visuals   
What do you think the  
climate is like in Macha?

Section 2 Assessment

Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and Places
	1.	 a. Recall  What ancient empire built paved roads through 

the Andes?
		  b. Explain  What role did Creoles play in the history of 

Pacific South America?
		  c. Identify  How did the early Peruvians adapt to their 

physical environment? 
	2.	 a. Recall  What country has the highest percentage of 

South American Indians in its population?
		  b. Make Generalizations  What aspects of culture in Pacific 

South America reflect Spanish influence, and what aspects 
reflect Indian heritage?  

Critical Thinking
3.	 	Sequencing  Look over your notes on the region’s history. 

Then draw a graphic organizer like the one here and use it 
to put major historical events in chronological order.

	 	

Nazca  
lines  

drawn
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4.	 Taking Notes on History and Culture  What information 
about the history and culture is important? Add two more 
questions, plus answers, to your notes.

Focus on Speaking
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