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■  Letters extend beyond boundaries 
■  Layered type
■  Bold colors 
■  Sans serif & script fonts
■  Transparencies

■ Bold, sans serif font
■ Prominent use of school colors
■ “Play” media control symbol
■ Type hierarchy created with color, size
■ Tight letter spacing

■ Sans serif type with script
■ Shades of gray punctuated with color
■ Light and heavy weights
■ Woven type

■ Subtle color palette
■ Outline type
■ Patterns, shapes interact with letters
■ Provocative design 

■ Serif & handwritten fonts
■ Parentheses create double meaning
■ Color used as a differentiator
■ Bold, colorful bars introduce color           

 palette for book

Logos, simple and distinctive, capture the essence of 
a theme’s message. A mash-up of an impactful theme 
and a logo-like presentation packs a one-two punch.

the verbal
becomes visual

■ Extreme thick & thin strokes
■ Woven letters 
■ Thin line below “Say”
■ Emphatic punctuation
■ Bottom of “y” dots “I”

BELIEVE IN 

the grove where shady oaks 
stand as the years go by.

bonfires even when it's 90 
degrees and humid outside.

running for a state title even 
when the finish line seems  
so far away.

hot coffee from Java  
Moes even if it makes me  
late to homeroom.

the clanking of my  
cowbell even when my  
team is down.

jean days even if I  
have to pay a dollar.

Mr. Germany's  
G-hall music even if  
it is from the '80s.

Boris the Tortoise  
even if he's hard to find.

dressing up as an Olympian 
even if I'm not an athlete.

building a cardboard  
chair even if it only  
holds 100 pounds.

the manequine challenge 
even if I can't keep  
from laughing.

Failure, A Love Story  
even if we don't make the 
45-minute cut.

my dreams even when they 
seem far away.

my selfie even if I can't  
find the right filter.

unity even if we're all different.

OPENING

OPENING 003///

Your theme copy format should align with your 
theme concept, as well as its voice and tone.

Because tone 
is theme’s 
personality 
expressed in 
words, staff 
writers should 
ask these 
questions: 

First, reinforce 
the theme 
concept by 
gathering 
specifics about 
the school and 
the year. Then 
adopt a format 
for the copy 
that works with 
the theme.

"High school has allowed me to experience new things and meet new people. I 
have expanded my knowledge in musicality, as well as in life." -Fionn Cool '17002

s itya
committed classmates
“I would describe the Rock Canyon 
student body as kind, trustworthy and 
hardworking,” Seth Spindler '18 said.

“I do think it is really important to 
express your opinion because everyone 

deserves to have a voice," Jillian 
Chandler '19 said. "It's good to feel 

a certain way about something 
and speak up about it unless it's 

hurtful to others." 

staying driven
“I would describe a Jaguar as someone as who is very 
motivated and very focused," Kathryn Scott '17 said.

showing appreciation
"I would describe being 
a Jaguar as supporting 
Rock Canyon, treating 
everyone with positivity, and 
appreciating what the school 
has to offer," Erin May '18 said. 

Nicole Giampietro '17 and Clara Krause '18 at a cross 
country scrimmage at Mountain Vista AUg. 26. 
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itya . "giving in and going against stereotypes
"Without a doubt there are many kids at the school 
who are your typical rich kids at the school who aren't 
worried about school because they'll have money 
from their parents to fall back on," Frank Jose '18 said. 
"However, I think that many students are also self 
motivated and hardworking, trying to make something 
for themselves rather than following along with the 
narrative of a stereotypical rich kid."  

the need 
to belong
“I think Rock Canyon 
does uphold 
stereotypes because 
humans will be 
humans and conform 
to society and they 
don’t want to be 
considered outcasts,”  
Timothy Merkle '19 
said.

upholding division
“I think Rock Canyon does 
uphold stereotypes because 
there are definitely groups 
that are very divided,” Hailey 
McDowell '20 said. 

own your opinions
“I think saying it is important because you 
need to speak up to prove a point and give 
your opinion," Kendyl Lambrecht‘19 said.

003
opening 

speaking out
“I'm not good at speaking up and 
usually in class when I need to ask a 
question," Sydney Patterson '20 said. 
"I either raise my hand if it's important 
and if not I go to the teacher after 
class and I express my opinion 
through words." 

  straight talk
"I don't think it means anything to be a jag. We give 
it meaning based on the stereotype we put with it. 
Jaguar is a rich kid; it's subjective. It's something 

society uses to place us," Madeleine Roberts '18 said.

New Year, New Books, New Sayings
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Mark Berry '18 at Marching band practice Aug. 22. 

Ava Miller goes to get her parking pass aug. 17.
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here

If you go here, 
you get it.

Things Here at Cistercian are different.

We’re guided here by our form master for 
eight years.

Monks walk the halls with us, teach our 
classes, and say mass for us Here.

Traditions are forged here by the students.

Student-Athletes wear black and white on the 
playing field Here.

Here we house a community of creative 
intellectuals ready to impact the future.  

photo by Mr. Schieferdecker

*
     A T Y P I C A L . 

* When we fill our schedules with Advanced Placement Computer 

Science and International Baccalaureate Theory of Knowledge classes;  

* When we dedicate ourselves to Math, Science, and Engineering 

(MSE), International Baccalaureate (IB), Computer Sciences  (CS), or 

Innovative Interactive Technology (IIT); * When we’re ranked as the third 

best high school in the state of Florida:  * We embrace our individuality. 

* When we celebrate our diversity by bringing back the Spanish 

Extravaganza; * When we welcome a new principal into our school;     
* When we challenge ourselves to compete with the best opponents 

possible: * Our actions make us exceptional.

HYPE IT UP
Celebrating their Homecoming Week 
win, senior Matthew Nguyen cheers with 
his Powderpuff team. The Powderpuff 
game was a part of Homecoming Week, 
and took place before the parade, pep 
rally and football game. “To be a part of 
the senior Powderpuff team was a great 
honor because it allowed me to show 
my true school spirit and to hype up the 
school,” Matthew said. 
Photo by Serena Rodrigues

When you think about every way that Suncoast exceeds the norms, it is 

easy to see why we are so

OPENING   3

Theme:  ATYPICAL
Format: Repeated phrases separated 
 by theme graphic

Theme:  it’s DIFFERENT here
Format: repetition of words from 
  theme phrase
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in high 
school,
 

we are constantly on a countdown. 5 days til 
t-he first football game, 54 days til the Royals’ 

spring show, 3 hours til the AP exam, 2 months 
til the next newspaper issue is released, 120 

days til prom and 3 months til the day we walk 
across the stage at the HEB Center to receive 

our diploma . . .

885855854842821814148414 080in high 8in high 5in high 585in high 55in high 585in high 5
4in high 484in high 4

2in high 282in high 2

With  

Theme:  our days are NUMBERED
Format: numbers/hours, days, months

here

Theme:  Say it.
Format: quotes

 ■ Why are we   
  writing this? 
 ■ What do we   
  want our   
  students to   
  understand 
  about the   
  theme?    They say we live in "the Memorial bubble." That we don't live 

in reality. That we are all the same, sheltered from the world 
in our perfect tree-lined neighborhoods that we never want to 
leave.
    SorrY. Mustangs come from all over the map. With 63 
different home countries and 31 languages spoken in the halls, 
diversity is celebrated and embraced.
    Sorry. Walk a mile around campus in my torn-up tennis 
shoes or her loafers or his hand-painted kicks. You are sure to 

encounter one of our 2,624 driven, personable students. 
Sorry if these qualities make us seem homogenous. Walk 

past a parking lot of bikes, students loading into cars 
or parents waiting on kids, all headed home to 

the variety of houses and apartments zoned 
to 935 Echo Lane.
    Sorry. We don't all head to Seaside for 

the summer. We spend summers serving 
in underprivileged communities and 
third world countries. Every Tuesday, 
MMOB members tutor struggling 
peers for free. Every first Wednesday, 
Student Council members meet to 
discuss ways to make our school the 
best it can be. 
    Sorry. We are more than the 
stereotypes. Mustangs will rise to 
meet any challenge with unbridled 

enthusiasm and total 
honesty. The bubble 
is burst. We won't 
allow misconceptions 
to cloud our 

excellence. Sorry 
to burst your 
bubble. (But not
 that sorry.)

youryouryouryouryouryouryouryouryouryouryourTHEyouryouryouryouryouryouryouryouryourTHEyourTHEyourTHEyouryourTHEyouryourTHEyouryourTHEyoursorry to burst               bubblesorry to burst               bubble

Repainting the courtyard mustang, 
sophomores Jude Olabi and 
Lara Chahadeh and juniors Trae 
Weber and Daniel Salazar stay 
late after school in support of the 
#MustangLove campaign. Photo by 
Sydney Wallace.

Theme: SORRY TO BURST THE BUBBLE
Format: repetition of SORRY, myth/reality

022186 27508.1217
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COPY
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CAPTIONS

024603
HEADLINES

024522
ALTERNATIVE COPY

020278

Let’s define our terms. 
Readers are not readers 
until they read something. 
Until then, they are glancers.

Consider the following 
simple ways to draw 
readers into the copy and 
keep them reading.

Bullets and numbered lists are captivating 
because they deliver straight-to-the-point 
information. The following is a bulleted list 
of alternative copy formats:
■ Timelines 
■ Q & A
■ A-Z 
■ Definitions
■ First-person Anecdote

LOOKS
Since the start of the 

program, athletes 
from the junior 
varsity and freshman 
teams have worn 

shorts or skirts they personally 
own and cotton t-shirts 
provided by the tennis program 
for tournaments. Year after 
year, players experienced the 
struggles of these cotton shirts 
when playing in the sweltering 
Texas heat.
“The courts don't have any 

shade, which often result in 
tennis players having one of 
the worst tan lines out of all the 
athletes," Madelinh Vo10 said.
In an effort to make 

improvements to the program, 
all three squads participated 
in a Serve-a-Thon last year, 
a fundraiser originally meant 
for acquiring funds towards 
building a new shed and 
purchasing new equipment. 
Instead, with the money they 
received, they were able to 
purchase new uniforms for the 
freshman and junior varsity 
teams for the new year. 
“It’s a maroon Nike shirt, 

and they’re made with dri-
fit material and have ‘Cinco 
Tennis’ printed on the front. 

The guys have shorts, and the 
girls wear a skirt. Though, it’s 
not flowy; the skirt is actually 
kind of tight. We’re also not 
supposed to wear them during 
practice; they’re just for the 
tournaments," Gabby Lavrack10 
said. 
However, due to Hurricane 

Harvey in late August and early 
September, the distribution 
of these uniforms were 
postponed until after winter 
break. While athletes prepared 
for districts by training 
and attending after school 
practices, they were also able 
to start off their competitive 
spring season with a long 
awaited ensemble update.
“The new uniforms were a 

big improvement compared to 
our old ones, and I like them 
a lot. It's lighter and makes it 
easier to move around in hot 
weather," Vo said.
“They’re a lot better than the 

cotton ones from last year. 
They’re dri-fit, so they’re not as 
hot. I think they’re a lot better 
than they used to be. I don’t 
know if they helped to improve 
my performance, but they 
definitely helped a lot overall," 
Matthew Pharis11 said.
Story by Alice Liang

Freshman and junior 
varsity squads acquire 
new uniforms

“It's 
lighter 

and 
makes 

it easier
to move 
around 

in hot 
weather.” 

- Madelinh 
Vo

PLAYING FOR

KEEPS
“I'm not a team player. Growing 

up, I would always rely on others 
and was never really able to 
contribute to any team sports like 
soccer or basketball. My mom 
took me out of both, because 
it was painful for her to watch. 
When I step on the court now, 
I know that there is only myself 
to blame for my own success 
and failure. This fact shapes 
not only how I approach tennis, 

but how I approach life in 
general. I am able to overcome 
challenges with my own abilities 
and can clearly see the results 
of my hard work. As my season 
nears the end, I know that my 
performance is whatever I can 
make of it. I don't know whether I 
will come out on top or surpass 
expectations, but I do know that I 
will come out with no regrets as 
to how I competed."

Senior varsity 
player, Brian Wan, 
reflects on impact of 
tennis on his life

Pull Quotes 
Tease the Reader
Pull quotes pull text from the copy to 
pull the reader into it.

020709 27991 0818

may I have this
GLANCE

Lists Appeal to Scan Readers

OF THE

ecoming a freshman was a dif�cult transition, 
but by having a welcome event, high school 
was not as terrifying.

There were different activities at Grizzly 
Retreat on Aug. 4 which meant that there was 

something for everyone.

FAVORITE #1 - RALLY IT UP
The rally included games that 

required volunteers.
Freshman Amy Kurpershoek 

participated in the balloon-popping 
challenge. 

“I felt really supported and motivated, 
so I wasn’t embarrassed to go out 
there and do one of the challenges,” 
Kurpershoek said. 

Junior Tyler Nickle thought the 
freshmen played a part in the rally’s 
success.

“[I liked] how energetic the 
freshmen were. I was expecting them 
to be kind of quiet but they came out 
super loud and were cheering a ton,” 
Nickle said.

FAVORITE #2 - GET YOUR GAME ON
After the rally, the freshmen and their Link Leaders 

headed out to classrooms to start bonding activities. 
These games introduced them to the students in their 
group and helped them become more comfortable 
being in a newer, bigger environment.

Freshman Sarena Nielsen said that doing different 
activities with her group was her favorite part. 

“You were able to get to know more people and 

make new friends,”Nielsen said. “It was also a fun way 
to know more about the people in your groups.”

Freshman Beau Boyan said that 64 Squares was his 
favorite game during his group session.

“I liked how we all had a lot of fun together while 
playing it,” Boyan said.

FAVORITE #3 - DRESS UP
Afterwards, the groups went back into the 

gym to put on their costumes. 
Fiona Hartmann and her group had          

M & M costumes created 
by their Link Leaders. 

“I liked it because 
everyone was a different 
color,” Hartman said.

Jackson Bruno’s group 
dressed as crayons.

“I enjoyed it because I 
put the crayon top on my 
nose instead of my head,” 
Bruno said.

FAVORITE #4 - LEARNING THE ROPES
Link Leaders showed the freshmen where 

their classes were. Many believed this was the 
most important part. 

“Getting to know where all the classes were 
and making sure that I knew where everything was 
de�nitely helped my �rst day and �rst week of school,” 
Camille Garcia said.

Maxx Mills thought that touring campus helped. 
“I learned where all my classes are and a lot of rules 

about campus. It was a good experience,” Mills said.
Story by Hannah Rogoff

 “I remember the Grizzly Retreat my 
freshman year was really impactful 
for me, and I kept in touch with my 

leaders, and I wanted to do the 
same for the kids that are coming 

in as freshmen [....] I wanted to 
make Granite Bay a comfortable 

environment and get them 
to know familiar faces and 
be ready for high school.”
Maddie Tastor ’18 with 

Hallie Christopheron ’21 
and Natalie Quilala ’21 
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READING WORKS ENGLISH TEACHER MRS. SHANNON MCCANN’S FAVORITE BOOK WAS “ THE GREAT GATSBY.” WATER WORKS SWIMMING WAS P.E. TEACHER MRS. DEDE WALKER’S FAVORITE UNIT BECAUSE SHE “REALLY [ENJOYED] THE STUDENTS’ SYNCHRONIZED SWIM ROUTINES THEY [PERFORMED] AT THE END.” CARDIO WORKS P.E. STUDENTS RAN OVER 30 MILES IN A SEMESTER.
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Kaylita Arana ’21, Lauren Spagnoli ’21, Gunnar Vidaurri ’21 Parker Getz ’21,  Colbie Orbea ’18

Costumes added fun to GRIZZLY RETREAT on Aug. 4. 
Freshman were put into groups of 8 to 12 with two Link 

Leaders who came up with costumes for everyone to wear. 
The best costumes won a free ticket to the DECADES DANCE 

that followed two weeks later. First place was Fresh Meat, 
led by MELIA STOUT and SARAH SCHULTE. “My costume 

design was the ‘fresh meat’ concept where we dressed them 
up like packaged fresh meat. This was fun because there’s 
a nickname some people give the freshman which is Fresh 

Meat. It was really cool because we made them look like 
they were actual pieces of meat,” Stout said. “I think me and 

Sarah spent about $55 in costumes. We had to buy all the 
kids’ shirts, spray paint for the boxes and just other materials 

to put them all together.” Photos by David Goni 
and Annie Myette-Doan 
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At Grizzly Retreat, students like the rally, group games, costumes and the tour 

Gabriela Birch ’21 Alex Davis ’21, Skyler Conley ’21, Kathryn Shannon ’21  

Rylie  Van O
rder ’21

Group of OlympiansGroup of Dwarfs
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Subheads add visual interest 
to your copy. Use the 
headline font, but smaller. 
Subheads should align left 
to make it easy to scan 
down the left side of the 
page to the next topic. This 
alignment lends itself to an 
orderly layout with the bulk 
of the type forming a nice 
straight line. Note: Allow 
more space above the 
subhead than below it.

Subheads = Visual Entry Points

STAND TOGETHER With her fellow teammates,
senior Madison Berglund encourages the student
body to come out and support the varsity team at the
game against Vandegrift. This season was the best
season for us seniors in our four years at leander high
school,  Berglund said. We were so connected and
had such a bond that it made us so much stronger.

CELEBRATE GOOD TIMES Celebrating the team s
score, senior Pilar Gonzaba high fives her
teammate s hand [When we score a point] it feels
euphoric,  Gonzaba said. Especially when it s such a
high-intensity game and every point matters.

Players shine in their positions
Play for theGame

LAKE TRAVIS  Away

FIRST TEAM DINNER Bye week

PRE-SEASON Try out week

Photos courtesy of M. Catalina

4
ABBY STACKS  12

I basically try to make an assist off a
pass to one of our hitters. It s a lot of
thinking and being smart about who
you re going to be more successful with
each play.

6 My position s main goal is to substitute
in for the players in the back row
when there s a crucial point. The
position gives smaller, defensive
players like me to excel on the court.
ALTHEA NOREEN GIRON 10

My position defends against hitters, it s
important because we re on the court
most of the time and that s a lot of
pressure.

5
EMILY IRLBECK  10

SETTER, VARSITY

LIBERO, JV

What ?you
GOT

If we didn t have hair
bands our hair would be
in our face and we
wouldn t be able to
efficiently play.
Emma Stauber, 10

Knee pads are important
because in volleyball we
dive a lot, so we need to
protect our knees.
Makayla Hart, 9

Volleyball shoes have
really good traction and
ankle support to help us
move side to side quickly
and prevent ankle injuries.
McKenna Donwerth, 11

MORGAN BRZEZINSKI  9

My main goal is to be able to play front
and back row as a hitter and be able to
assist the court at all times. Wheather
that's hitting the ball, covering the hitter
or playing defense.

3
RILEY COTTON  11

Blocking is important for stopping or
slowing down the other team s hitters.
My position helps the team get kills to
earn points.

2

1
JUANITA MARTINEZ  11

A person in my position helps the team
execute the ball and communicate to
my setter the best way to score. We
help out the setter make the decisions.

MIDDLE BLOCKER, VARSITY

OUTSIDE HITTER, JV

DEFENSIVE SPECIALIST, FLEXRIGHT SIDE HITTER, FRESHMEN

sweet sixteen

017fall // TACO SHACK
PAGE BY D. CARTER & A. SAYER

a day in the life of Taco Shack XVI (Final score: Knights 48, Trojans 28)

10

5
Blue Brigade, cheerleaders and 
band wake up on Thursday, Aug. 
31. for the Taco Shack Bowl. 
Everyone travels to Taco Shack 
on North Lamar to decorate it. “I 
was really excited to be on TV 
and to be with my friends early 
in the morning,” junior Maddie 
Cevallos said. Meanwhile, the 
Anderson cheerleaders and 
Belles go to the Taco Shack on 
Spicewood Springs to decorate. 
The KXAN news team comes 
to capture the spirit of the day. 
They pick the first winner of the 
day, which depends on which 
team has the most spirit. Photo 
courtesy of Chastity Colbert.

:30

a.
m

.

9

a.
m

.

Students and faculty 
show up at school, 
prepared for battle 
wearing their best 
camo day outfits. 
“Everyone was so 
excited this year 
because we had 
the chance to tie up 
the rivalry between 
Anderson and 
McCallum” senior 
Dyllan Dial said. Photo 
by Gregory James.

12:30
p.m.

The booster club 
and Mr. Garrison 
set up their tables 
to sell football 
merchandise and 
tickets for the big 
game at lunch.

4p.m
.

The students and faculty follow the drum line to the large gym to start the pep rally. 
Students cheer to get ready for the upcoming game. “I like when we do ‘Hawk,’”  
sophomore Lucas Rasco said. “Everyone puts their arms around each other; it’s 
fun to see everyone build up with energy.” The pep rally shows off dances from 
Blue Brigade and the cheerleaders. “It’s kind of nerve-racking, but once you get 
out there, and you’re in front of all the people cheering, it makes you excited,” 
sophomore cheerleader Sara Milliken said. Photo by Madison Olsen. 

4:15
p.m.

At the pep rally, Coach Taylor 
speaks about the game, students 
compete in fun contests, and 
Taco Shack and McCallum alum, 
Orlando Arriaga, comes to shows 
his support for the Knights. The 
seniors win the spirit stick.

6p.m
.

“The team atmosphere 
before a game is really 
quiet,” senior quarterback 
Max Perez said. “We don’t 
do a lot of talking. We all 
sit there and think about 
what we are going to do 
to the other team. When 
Coach Taylor does his 
pregame talk, that’s when 
we all get fired up, helmets 
start to bang and hands 
start to clap as we gear up 
to play ball.”

7:30p.m
.

9p.m
.

During halftime the band, 
Blue Brigade and color 
guard perform for the crowd. 
“Being in front of the crowd is 
really fun because you get to 
entertain them and they are 
all looking at you as you make 
them laugh,” junior mascot 
Anna Marceau said.

The Knights put up a hard fight and 
come out victorious, defeating the 
Trojans, 48-28. “Counting down the 
final seconds of the game, I felt so 
much peace of mind because I knew 
we never had to worry about beating 
Anderson again: we’d done our duty,” 
senior linebacker and running back JB 
Faught said. “We could just wallow in 
the pride. No one could take it away 
from us now.”

:30 p.m.

Anderson kicks off with senior running 
back Alexander Julian returning the 
ball. The game has begun. Junior Deron 
Gage gets the first touchdown and the 
Knights lead, 26-14, at the end of the 
first half. Photo by Madison Olsen.

Sophomore Molly Gardner 
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“Other than concerts, the spring season also allows band kids 
to showcase their individual talents. I worked hard on my own 
clarinet solo and ended up getting a first division rating.“ 

“The low notes on bass clarinet have 
such a resonant sound during concert 
season because the music focuses on 
balance and blending.”

Elizabeth Lee || 11

“Performances are my favorite part of 
band because they provide a sense of 
accomplishment after you’ve worked 
on a piece for a very long time.”                                                      
Brandon Nguyen || 9

“Practicing during concert season 
matures your overall technique and 
the way you play your instrument. The 
music is challenging, but you always 
learn from it.” 
Ava Speros || 9

“During concert season, we don’t 
need to stand up, and we never go 
outside. We also have more contests 
and competitions in addition to the UIL 
concert and sight-reading contest.”
Adam Genez || 12

“I like being able to play more 
complicated music that sounds refined 
and detailed, as opposed to playing 
super loud music on the marching field.” 

Noelle Svoboda || 10

TOOTING MY 
OWN HORN
Concert season targets regional, national contests, concerts  
F���� C���|| A�������� E������I��C����

|| FOLLOW MY LEAD || 
With Memorial Middle School 
band students watching, 
seniors Chip Alberstadt, 
Carl Wolf. Joshua Barenblat 
and Michael Stewart play 
an ensemble. The quartet 
performed in hopes of 
recruiting the eighth graders 
for high school band. “The 
students got a taste of more 
sophisticated, high school 
music pieces,” Barenblat said. 
Photo by Faith Choi. 

|| BREAK IT DOWN || 
Playing the music piece 
Ride, seniors Andrew Tao and 
Andrew Yoon participate in a 
sectional together. Sectionals 
consisted of detail-oriented 
rehearsals that focused on 
specific instrument parts. “They 
are important because we can 
break down the music and fine 
tune individual problems,” Yoon 
said. Photo by Sydney Reilly. 

OWN HORN

|| IN THE PIT || 
Under the lights of the 
theater, senior Chip 
Alberstadt participates in the 
Pit Orchestra for the school 
musical. The musical brought 
students together from 
different Fine Arts. “We had 
to learn 91 pages of music in 
one month,” Alberstadt said. 
“It was cool to play for a show 
going on right behind me.” 
Photo by Sydney Reilly. 

COPY DESIGN

020709

Check proper 
names against 
master list.

Read it 
backwards to 
catch spelling 
errors.

Give it a rest. 
Do not edit 
immediately. You’re 
more likely to catch 
errors if you look 
at your work with 
fresh eyes.

Read it aloud. 
Read slowly, and 
read every word. 
Awkward wording 
and lack of flow 
are easier to catch 
this way.

Spell check, 
but do not rely 
entirely on spell 
check. A word 
may be spelled 
correctly, but 
inaccurate in a 
given context.

Print it out.

Read for one 
kind of error 
at a time. Pass 
copy around a 
circle with each 
staff member 
looking for one 
problem.

Circle verbs; 
check for passive 
voice, tense, 
agreement, etc.

Circle punctuation; 
look for correct use of 
commas, semi-colons 
& colons.

Remove name 
of school & 
mascot  in 
captions 
and copy. It’s 
redundant.

Highlight 
adjectives & 
adverbs. Would 
stronger verbs 
render them 
unnecessary?

Eliminate the 
words “this year.”

020712 25834.0816

EDITING & PROOFREADINGtips
A dozen

EDITING

020712

CAPTION LEADS
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HALLOWEEN
TOWN 
    A new tradition was born on October 7 as 
Dance Company and Advanced Drama put on a 
fundraising carnival after weeks of preparation. 
The event featured face-painting, treats, and 
games and all the money is contributed to paying 
for transportation to competition fees.

SCREAMIN  /// Scared stiff, Hailee Rodriguez (9) and Isabella 
Rodriguez (9) run through the maze that was set up in the MPR. It 
took about a week to prepare maze, according to Dance Company 
member, Brie DeHoyos (12). PHOTO BY AUSTIN BARTON.
MAZE RUNNER /// Making their way through the maze, Blessing 
Dobie (12), Lyanna Tang (12) and Chyanne Powell (12) get spooked 
by one of the drama kids dressed as a monster. There was a girl 
with a white mask at the end of a hallway and she stood still. And, 
when we got closer she bent her neck like she had a crook. I was 
expecting it to be scary, but I didn t know it would be to that extent. 
I screamed a whole lot,  Tang said. PHOTO BY AUSTIN BARTON.
FACE PAINTING /// Maya Allen (12) paints Nicolette Flores (9) face 
during Halloween Town. Halloween Town was a great experience. 
I loved working the face painting because it helped me use a 
human canvas to express my artwork rather than limiting myself to 
a notebook,  Allen said. PHOTO BY AUSTIN BARTON.
HELPING HAND /// Lauren Johnson (12) Natalie Macias (12) help out 
by handing out chocolate-chip and sugar cookies at the entrance 
of Halloweentown. Over 500 cookies were baked in preparation of 
the event PHOTO BY DANIEL RIVAS. 
GHOULISH GOODIES /// Danielle Neal (9) decorates cookies with 
friends Alexis Kerley (9) and Promnyce Turner (9) at a 
Halloweentown booth, I really didn t plan on eating the cookies, 
but it was really fun to do with my friends,  Neal said. PHOTO BY MEGAN 
RADFORD.
SCARED STRAIGHT /// Delsean Smith (9) and Trinity Johnson (9) 
hold tight onto friend, Blake Duran (9) while walking through the 
maze. Over 800 were spooked in the maze. PHOTO BY MIA ALLEN.

Dance and Drama host 
fundraising carnival

HIGH
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costumes and a costume contest with the theme, 
Scare Away Negativity.  So, even though Halloween 

was on the Monday of a 3-day weekend, students still 
had their chance to dress up. 
    It s been a tradition for me and my boyfriend David 
Mir (12) to have the scariest costumes on campus and 
since this is our last year we decided to go all out,  
Dana Devereaux (12) said.
    Social media and politics had a huge impact for 
costumes on campus. Costumes ranged from Harley 
Quinn and Eleven in Stranger Things, to the 
Presidential candidates Donald Trump and Hillary 
Clinton and Kodak Black. 
     Some students were very dedicated to their 
costumes, and acted like the character they were 
portraying such as Shane Murphy (12). Murphy dressed 
as Forrest Gump and ran to each of his classes. 
     I tried my hardest to stay in character. When I was 
asked questions in class, I responded with quotes from 
the movie,  Murphy said. 
     The Halloween costume contests left students on a 
good note to end to a united week of excitement and 
support, and into the 3-day Halloweekend.  STORY BY 
COURTNEY HINTON. 

Halloween comes a few days early 

DORA, DORA, DORA /// 
Dressed as Dora the Explorer, 
Azriel White (11) wins the 
competition for funniest costume 
during second lunch. I dressed 
as Dora because people always 
said I looked like her when I was 
a child. I got a lot of random 
compliments and people kept 
asking to take pictures with me,  
White said. PHOTO BY ALYSSA COSBY. 

WHEN TWO MOVIES UNITE ///  
Dressed as Titanic, Simon Rafael 
Piolo (10) stands next to Cody 
Schowen (12) who is dressed as 
Napoleon Dynamite. Schowen 
won for funniest costume. PHOTO 
BY COURTNEY HINTON.

THE FINESSE KIDS /// Sheymar 
Trader (10) and Najee Harris (10) 
dress as famous rapper Kodack 
Black. We dressed up as Black 
because he s both of ours 
favorite rapper and we re 
celebrating his release,  Trader 
said. PHOTO BY MEGAN RADFORD.

STRANGER THINGS /// Cederic 
Perez (10), Jack Connor (10), and 
Erika Smith (10) dress as Harry 
Potter, and Dustin and Eleven 
from the trending Netflix series, 
Stranger Things. I chose to be 

Eleven, because I was watching 
the show and I wanted to be 
something creative that 
everyone knows and likes,  
Smith said.
PHOTO BY NICOLE ENRIQUEZ.

FINDING DARLA /// Holding a 
onto her goldfish, Nemo, Melissa 
Talamantes (11) shows of her  
pixar inspired costume in class. 
A lot of people came as her 

which was surprising, but the 
finish was the final touch,  
Talamantes said. PHOTO BY AUSTIN 
BARTON. TEAM SPIRITED

SCHOOL SPIRIT /// Bradley 
Massaro (12), Cameron Zink (12) and 
Ali Shafik (12) decked out in cheer 
spirit wear from uniforms, to bows, 
and even to pom-poms. I thought 
this costume would be funny to see 
three dudes in the most girly thing 
you can imagine,  Zink said. PHOTO BY 
NICOLE ENRIQUEZ.

SUICIDE SQUAD /// Ashlee Franks 
(10) and Payton Fodor-Viola (10) 
compete in the costume contest 
dressed as sensation Harley Quinn. 
I loved being able to express who I 

am through a character,  
Fodor-Viola said. PHOTO BY T. GONZALEZ.

THROWBACK /// Hizkia Mambo (12), 
Christian Ayala (12), Justine 
Camacho (12), and Felisa Monroy 
(12) dress as their favorite childhood 
cartoon, Codename: Kids Next 
Door.  PHOTO BY ALYSSA COSBY.

AND DOUBLEDOUBLETOIL
TROUBLE

“I’m outgoing and I like to make friends everywhere I go.”
-Danycka Ramirez, 10

my details

who SAID IT?
match the correct quote to which student said it 1.B, 2.C, 3.A

HIPOLITO DAVILA, 11
A. “During a competition, I was really 
nervous and had never done anything 
like it, but I learned that if you put 
yourself out there, it can pay off.”

1
BRIANNA M. NICOL, 11
B. “DECA has allowed me to raise 
soccer donations for kids in Brazil. I 
love working with business leaders and 
friends to help achieve our goal.”

2
KINDALL WALKER, 10
C. “An interesting event that happened 
to me that is related to DECA is that I 
got my first medal. I will be competing at 
State competition this February in San 
Antonio.”

3

PLAYING MUSIC ROCKETS DAY 
“Rockets Day is an 

event that only DECA 
participated in. We 

basically skip school to 
take shots on the court, 
go to the mall and then 

watch the Rockets game.” 
-Ronak Menon, 11

TRAVELING 
“I enjoy traveling to 

different competitions 
with DECA because I 

get to meet new people 
and interact with DECA 
members from all over 

the state.”
-Erma Kamal, 11

SOCIALS
“I enjoy the socials in 

particular because it’s a 
good chance to relax and 
hang out with friends, and 
the food is always good.”

-Mark Linnell, 10

COMMUNITY SERVICE
“I enjoy going to different 
community service events 

because it gives me a 
feeling that I am helping 

out the community.”
-Mashal Ali, 12

SOCIALS
“My favorite DECA activity 

is the socials because 
you get to see everybody 

in DECA and meet new 
people.”

-Gabriella Galvan, 11

WHICH WAS 
YOUR FAVORITE 
deca activity?

COMING TOGETHER While in a huddle, seniors 
Jackson Lightfoot and Zachary Martin and junior 
Lina Jubreel put their hands together with other 

members of Academic Decathlon and scream 
the school’s name. “By doing our group chant, 

we are reminded that we are not just individual 
students studying for another class or test, but, 

that we are part of a single unit,” Martin said. 
“Excelling not for ourselves, but, the entire team.” 

photo by Michelle Abrams

Q

Q

Q

Q

A

A

A

A

Why did you join Academic Decathlon?

What is an experience that happened to you because of 
Academic Decathlon?

What is your favorite thing about Academic Decathlon?

How has Academic Decathlon changed your life?

I was in AP chemistry last year and the teacher, Ms. 
Templeman, persuaded me to join it. Also, I wanted to 
join because it is very meaningful since you learn all the 
aspects of World War II and you get to challenge yourself 
academically.

I met a lot of people and we became good friends 
because I wasn’t very involved with people before my 
senior year, so by meeting these people, I opened up 
and become more willing to know things around me.

My favorite thing is Food Friday, which is a potluck and 
we bring food to the class every single Friday to share, I 
feel that when you are baking for people that you enjoy 
to be around with, it makes you feel happy as well.

It makes me find out about my weakness and because 
the class is small and we do a lot of activities together 
and a lot of things happen that make me learn how to 
work with other people.

SENIOR YIN CHIEH LI DESCRIBES HER EXPERIENCE 
ON ACADEMIC DECATHLON
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student life

SPIRIT WEEK

SHOUT
andSCREAM

With only four days to celebrate the annual Homecoming 
Week, the Spirit Days were unusual to say the least. 
From accepting a morning Pep Rally and going all 

out in red on  Monday,  to sporting colleges on Tuesday, to 

it back a couple decades on Thursday, students took in the 
obstacles without a second thought. 
    With the Powderpuff game getting rained out halfway 
through, and the football game getting postponed to the 
following Monday, there wasn’t a lot of room for spirit left. 
Given the new ‘Blue Streak Way’ attitude, students shook 
off the discomfort. The most participation occurred on 
International Day and Decades Day, as students took pride in 
their different homes and celebrated past trends. 
    Senior class vice president Yusuf Aboutabl played a role 
in planning the days for Spirit Week. Because there were so 
many suggestions to choose from, Aboutabl, alongside the rest 

    “We tried to make everyone happy, but we really only had 
four days to work with. The most popular choices were ones 
that had seen success in previous years, such as Decades Day,” 
Aboutabl said. 

sound of the drum-line passing their classroom doors. All 

when the football players ran out. 

    Although the pep rally 
was traditionally held on 
the Friday of the game and at 
the end of the day, students took 
in the new  time and cheered on the 
football team. 
    Senior fullback Malachi Simmons (#13), 
who scored a touchdown in the third quarter 
of the homecoming game, embraced the pep 
rally and tried to carry on the excitement 
throughout the week until the game on 
the following Monday.
    “The pep rally started off 
Spirit Week right by getting the 
students and players excited for the 
upcoming game,” Simmons said. 

TAKIN’ IT BACK. Sgt. Mjr. 
Russell Wilder and Col. Roy 
McCutcheon dress up as hippies 
for Decades Day. 
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    MONDAY Night  Lights

1
80

Homecoming Queen

total students in the 
Red Sea

La
wa

n 
Ra

su
l,1

1

Photo by: A. Lachance

Ph
ot

o b
y: 

A.
 L

ac
ha

nc
e

Monee Willingham, 12

Photo by: J. Denton                     Photo by:  C. Prieto

Kathryn Mestre & Jadah 
Kilby-Woodward , 12

Students celebrate school Homecoming week with a twist

JMU DUUUKES.
Staying true to 
their hometown, 
freshmen Abby 
McCollough, Talbot 
Johnson, Israel 
Pedrizco-Carranza,
Spencer Spears, and 
Alice McNett wear 
JMU apparel for 
College Day. 
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GASSED UP SHORTY /// Somijah Reed (12) waves 
to her peers, as she is introduced to the crowd. I 
never saw myself as the type of person to end up 
on court, but I m glad my peers saw something in 
me,  Reed said. PHOTO BY JADE BOBEDA. A FATHER S 
DREAM /// Escorted by her father, Gabriella Boo 
(12) is welcomed onto the field. Running for court 
was something I have always wanted to do. I was 
most excited to ride in the car and see all of my 
friends and family in the stands,  Boo said. PHOTO BY 
COURTNEY HINTON.  A SWEET SMILE /// Brianna 
Johnson (12) smiles at the Homecoming court 
introduction. The support from my friends and 
family was amazing. It was an amazing 
experience,  Johnson said. PHOTO BY BARRS 
PHOTOGRAPHY. SMILE AND WAVE /// Marta Kiros (12) 
waves to the crowd. Winning was kind of 
secondary. I was happy to be chosen to be on 
court,  Kiros said. PHOTO BY COURTNEY HINTON. A 
MEMORABLE NIGHT /// First onto the track, Sage 
Keyner (12) arrives on the field to a warm applause. 
As the first, it was a lot a pressure, but really 

exciting too,  Keyner said. PHOTO BY COURTNEY HINTON. 
TOP NOTCH GIRLS /// Homecoming Princesses, 
Sage Keyner (12), Somijah Reed (12) and Brianna 
Johnson (12) cheer for Homecoming Queen, 
Lauren Lobo (12). PHOTO BY JADE BOBEDA.

HERE COMES 
ROYALTY
Court makes grand entrance 

ALL HAIL THE QUEEN /// After 
being announced Homecoming 
Queen, Lauren Lobo (12) embraces 
Court member Sage Keyner (12). I 
really didn t expect it. It was a 
complete surprise,  Lobo said. 
PHOTO BY BARR S PHOTOGRAPHY. 

ODE TO ETIWANDA /// Varsity 
Cheerleaders, Abigail Rich (12), 
Madison Gruel (12) and Ivy Moore 
(12) sing the alma mater before the 
game. Usually I dread having to 
sing. But, since it was the last time, 
I found myself having fun,  Gruel 
said. PHOTO BY JADE BOBEDA.

KEEPING THE SPIRIT ///Drum 
major, Andrew Calonge (12) leads 
his fellow line members: Jose 
Landeros (10), Alejandro Marquez 
(10), and Jacob Carroll (10) onto the 
field where they being to introduce 
the Homecoming Princesses. PHOTO 
BY EXPRESSIONS PHOTOGRAPHY.

We fought hard, and I think we might have over 
prepared. But regardless of the outcome, the support of 
the Red Zone always gives us some confidence,  varsity 
football captain, #9 Nathaniel Neal (12) said. 
     This whole week was in preparation of our half-time 
show. The whole regiment takes pride in performing for 
the school, and I think it s a big part of our school spirit,  
Marching Eagle Regiment member, Mylizah Johnson (12) 
said.
     But no one was more happy than the Homecoming 
Queen, Lauren Lobo (12) who said she received a warm 
reception from the other members of the court: Gabriella 
Boo (12), Somijah Reed (12), Marta Kiros (12), Brianna 
Johnson (12) and Sage Keyner (12).
     I was already shocked to be on court, so winning 
was completely unexpected. You would think there 
would be jealousy, but the other girls were so sweet,  
Lobo said. STORY BY ASHLEY MORRISON.

Students,
alumni, faculty 
celebrate first 
Homecoming 
game in new 

stadium

HOMEAT

LAST

POINTS UP /// Choreography 
Co-Captain Vincent Santos (12), 
shows off his talents during the 
dance performance. As a 
leader of my team, I need to 
represent the team well, but I m 
happy I have the team I do.  
Santos said. PHOTO BY COURTNEY 
HINTON.

EDDIE S ON TOP /// After a long 
search for Eddie, Katie Connor 
(12),Vincent Mughannem (12), and 
Cameron Zink (12) parade Eddie 
around the track. Holding the 
senior float was a very exciting 
experience. It will always be one of 
my favorite high school memories,  
Mughannem said. PHOTO BY COURTNEY 
HINTON. 

BRING THE HEAT
Team puts up solid fight  

HOLDING THE LINE /// Varsity 
defensive lineman #58 Alex 
Saikali (12), #42 Jordan Powell 
(12) and #33 Kyle Edwards (12) 
rush the Oak Hills offensive line. 
They were able to complete a 
total of 14 tackles. PHOTO BY BARR S 
PHOTOGRAPHY.

ALL GAS NO BREAKS /// Varsity 
tight end and wide receiver #27 
Jonathon Arvizu (11) barrels 
through the Bulldog defensive 
line. The game ended in a loss 
of 27-24 with Kasmir Dina (12) 
scoring the three touchdowns. 
PHOTO BY MEGAN RADFORD. 

BREAKING NECKS /// Varsity 
defensive lineman #72 
Christopher Bradberry (12) 
blocks the offensive line to 
defend his quarterback. My 
position requires me to defend 
my team and the quarterback. 
My main goal is to be as useful 
as possible,  Bradberry said. 
PHOTO BY BARR S PHOTOGRAPHY. 

WE PUT OUR HANDS UP ///  
Diana Flores (11) laugh and 
cheer with friend Hailey Cajina 
(11) in the Redzone. There is so 
much energy in the red zone 
you can t help but  have a good  
time every time I go to a game I 
know I ll have fun,  Flores said. 
PHOTO BY COURTNEY HINTON.

 Hammer: B / C / D / Q / R

 Tripod: D / M / Q / S

 Tripod: A / K / M / R

 Kicker: A / B / M / Q

 Hammer: A / B / C  / D / E / N / R

 Hammer: A / K / Q / R 
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AS A TEAM, Michael Sottile (6) completes 
the relay race with help from Anisha 
Gandhi (6) and Brett Shelby (6). The 
students cheered their teammates onto 
the finish line. “I learned teamwork and 
sportsmanship by working as a team and 
doing things together,” Sottile said. photo 
by R. Ramos

THE KING
capture

OLIVIA RAMOS (3)
TWO YEARS
“The pawn because I 
like little pieces and it 
only moves a little bit.”

OLIVIA DURGIN (4)
TWO YEARS
“The queen 
because she has 
a wide range of 
movement.”

LUCAS SCHWINN (2)
TWO YEARS
“Queen because if 
you didn’t have it you 
wouldn’t have a rook 
and bishop.” 

AUBREY REITER (4)
THREE YEARS
“A knight because it 
can move in different 
directions.”

Chess club members met to 
prepare for upcoming chess 
tournaments. The students were 
asked about their favorite chess 
pieces

Fifth and sixth graders 
participated in team 
building activities 
before school resumed

TOGETHER
tigers HOW DID THE DAY HELP YOU BOND?

EMERSON EUZIERE (6) It helped us 
get along better because we know 
each other for the year to come.
MIYA TANNER (6) There were new 
people we didn’t know and we got 
to meet them and reconnect with 
old friends. 

HOW HAS YOUR CLASS STAYED 
CONNECTED?
EE We all talk more now. 
MT Every day before lunch we pray, 
and that time together keeps us 
connected. 

photos by R. Ramos

�Success · After throwing a toilet 
paper roll through a hole, David 
Escobedo ’24 celebrates. Parents and 
student volunteers ran the booths, 
each taking one hour shifts. · photo 
Katie Coats
�Art · Creating sand art, Isabella Soliz 

’25 and Luna Benhamou ’26 pour 
colored sands into jars. “I went to a 
lot of the different booths and ended 
up winning a ton of stuffed animals,” 
Isabella said. · photo Manuela 
Jambrina-Escobar

AROUNDAGAIN

�Jump · Catherine Mackin ’25 gets 
ready to do a flip on the bungee 
jump activity. Earlier in the day, she 
had visited the face painting booth 
with her classmates. “My friend got 
a butterfly, so I decided I wanted one 
too and it matched my shirt,” she said.            
· photo Katie Coats

�Swing · On the swing ride, 
Maya Morin ’27, Edith Yowell 
’27 and Tressa Ahlquist 
’27 wave at parents and 
siblings. After switching 
schools the year before, 
Maya came to visit her old 
classmates. “We wanted to hang 
out with Edith, but we didn’t see 
her,” Tressa said. · photo Katie 
Coats

STUDENTS ENJOY FOOD, GAMES, RIDES AT ANNUAL FALL FAIR

� Candy · At Candy Lane, a row of 
student-decorated booths, Bridget 
Crossman ’23 and Maggie Pace ’23 
hand out candy to their visitors. “We 
ate a lot of it, which you really aren’t 
supposed to do,” Bridget said. In the 
weeks leading up to Fall Fair, parents 
and students donated candy. · photo 
Katie Coats

 “They gave me a credit card for getting second place in the costume contest. I used it on chocolate.” Evi Kate Roeser ’29

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Choose a style for a section.

Connect design to theme —
colors, textures, fonts, graphic 
effects, quotes, transparencies, etc.

Explore variations.
A all caps
B all caps secondary
C color in secondary
D emphasis typeface
E graphic
F headline plus art
G headline plus COB
H lowercase primary
 I lowercase primary & secondary
J negative kerning
K negative leading
L one-word primary
M primary words in color
N quote as secondary
O stacked word
P transparency
Q use of color
R varied weights
S weaving

 Thespians stage Nancy Drew mystery  
 at elementaries, help students

Get a Clue!
Nancy Drew mystery  

helps students get a clue!

G E T  A  C L U E ! 
Thespians stage Nancy Drew mystery at elementaries

Tripod:

Hammer:

Wicket:

WHAT Heelys were cool back in the day. Nelso Alberto Hernandez 12

       Luanne Landfried 
Jesse Leake  Athletics, Science

Araceli Lopez Dance Teacher, Ruby & Star 
Stepper Director

Sandra Loredo Attendance Office
Sarah Lowery AP Calculus BC, Model UN 

Sponsor, Pre-AP Algebra II, PSAT Team 
Jill Lundstrom Special Education

Michelle Maupin National Honor Society, 
Student Council, UIL Social Studies, U.S. History, 

U.S. History AP

       Justin Miller SCSS
Tiffany Miller Girls Basketball, Personal 

Fitness, Track
Wendell Mills Assistant Principal

Melvin Modesty Math Models, Pre-AP Alg 2
Jessica Mondragon AVID, Spanish IV AP, 

Sociedad Honoraria Hispánica, Spanish III Pre-AP,
Holly Moore Dean of Instruction

Latonya Mullins-Mobley Special Education

       Andrea Murray Algebra I, Pre-AP Pre-Cal
Eloise Myers PEIMS Registrar

Carrie Nance Eng I, Eng I Pre-AP/QUEST
Vincent Nguyen Geometry, Math Models, 

Sci-Fi Club 
Kallie Nichols Biology, Pre-AP Biology

Jessica Oakland Guidance Office 
Administrative Assistant 

Nila Ornelas Spanish II, V

       Todd Overstreet Music Club, SPACE
Katrina Owen English II

Tracy Palmer Algebra I & Pilot, Algebraic 
Reasoning, Homecoming Parade, Pre-AP Geom

Pamela Pena Special Education
Todd Pfaff Assistant Principal 

Lia Politi AP 2D Design, Art I, AP Drawing, 
Drawing II-IV, National Art Honor Society

Jamie Ray Newspaper, Journalism, 
Photojournalism, Yearbook, UIL Journalism

       Patty Reich Spanish
Hillary Reyes English IV, English IV AP Lit 

& Comp
Paul Rials RtI, Testing, 504 Coordinator

Brian Roberts English III, Football, Soccer
Rhonda Roberts Theater Arts

Belkis Rodriguez Special Education
Kristin Rogers Jarnagin Sports Medicine

OLD SCHOOL
VIBES COURTNEY  JONES

CREDIT RECOVERY

CLASS OF ‘08

TOP SONG: 
THNKS FR TH MMRS 

FALL OUT BOY
BEST MOVIE: 

KUNG FU PANDA
BEST SLANG WORD: 

PEEPS
TOP TREND:  

NORTHFACE JACKETS
CURRENT EVENT: 
CASTRO RETIRES  

FOOD: NATURE VALLEY 

CHARLES  TABOR
GOVERNMENT

CLASS OF ‘86

TOP SONG: 
DANGER ZONE  

KENNY LOGGINS
BEST MOVIE: TOP GUN
BEST SLANG WORD: 

DUDE/DUDETTE
TOP TREND: VANS

WORLD EVENT: 
CHALLENGER 
EXPLOSION

FOOD: PIZZA

w
HILLARY REYES

ENGLISH 4

CLASS OF ‘01

TOP SONG: 
HANGING BY A MOMENT 

LIFEHOUSE
BEST MOVIE: 

MONSTERS INC
BEST SLANG WORD:  

CRUNK
TOP TREND: DRESSING 
LIKE BRITNEY SPEARS

WORLD EVENT: 
9/11

FOOD: SUPERSIZE FOOD

  
  

TO THE NEXT GENERATION OF TEACHERS,
ENJOY WHAT YOU ARE DOING, YOUR POSITIVE 
ATTITUDE CAN CHANGE SO MANY THINGS, JUST 
AS YOUR NEGATIVE ATTITUDE CAN DO ALSO.”                                                                       
-MELVIN MODESTY, MATH

WAS COOL?

Hammer: G / K / M / Q 
Hammer: A / B / L / M / Q / R

Hammer: A / E / F / M / Q / R

ESJ

10  SEPTEMBER

MAKING

Students and teachers navigate new spaces and faces with start of new school year

MEET THE 
PRINCIPAL
MR. ACOSTA

What is your favorite thing 
about Westwood?

How does Westwood 
compare to Hernandez?

"This is an easy answer. My favorite 
thing about Westwood is the students. 
My favorite thing is to be in the halls, 
at lunch, at games, at practices, and 
performances. The only reason I’m 
a principal is because I love being 
around students; our student body is 
amazing and you guys as a group are 
fun and witty. That’s been my favorite 
thing hands down."

"It's really interesting that the 
schools are more similar than you 
would think. The students over there 
were also really hungry to learn, 
hard working, and very easy to build 
relationships with much like you guys."

LONGER DAYS
Due to a new state law, each school day was 

extended by five minutes, ending at 4:15 p.m.. Prior 
to this change, school days were to last 425 minutes, 
but this new policy increased the requirement to 

430 minutes. 
Similarly, late starts were also abolished to meet the requirement.  

This transition was difficult for students; it resulted in changes in 
teachers’ schedules, as department meetings were rescheduled to 
specific mornings each week.

 parking probs
"Every single week, I have two to three 

games, and at 9:30 at night I have to walk 
from the gym to the Satellite parking. It’s 
dark, it’s scary, and I’m alone and don’t 
feel comfortable or safe."

"I don't like this year's parking because 
all the faculty get the spots in the front 
and the seniors have parking in the back 
so there's no point of having a sticker if 
you're going to have to walk a lot.." 

"I think the new parking system sucks 
and it is really unfair. It should have been 
based off of something else instead of a 
random lottery because I didn't get a spot."

LAUREN GREGORZYK '18

"I feel like adding five minutes to 
the end of the day wasn’t needed 
because after 4:10, we usually 
don’t  have anything to do." 

Kiran Momin '17

pratHyush shankar '18

minsoo han '19
SPIRIT LEADER New principal Mr. Mario Acosta 
pumps up the crowd at the first pep rally. 

 S.JOHNSON

 SKY HIGH As the scaffolding makes 
its way up the  building, the construction 
is visibly apparent from outside of the 
school. The construction was projected to 
be finished by the end of the year. 

 F. MCDONALD
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66   STUDENT LIFE

STUDENTS AND TEACHERS FLAUNT THEIR MOST USEFUL ACCESSORY
AQUAHOLICS

"Well, I got this 
water bottle for 

Christmas. I asked 
for it, and it keeps 

your water cold for 
24 hours. Also, you 
don't have to use a 
plastic water bottle 

so you are saving the 
planet."

Isabella Keiser (12)

"This water bottle has been 
all over the world with me. I 
actually went on a cruise with 
this water bottle, and it has 
been all over the Caribbean 
with me. If I ever lost this 
water bottle I would be upset, 
and I would like to keep it as 
long as I can."

Christopher Warburton (12)
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L "I got this water bottle 
for Christmas because 
I was explaining how I 
wanted this water bottle. 
I like marble so my mom 
got this for me. It's cool 
because stays cold for 24 
hours."

Gianna Logiudice (12)

"This water bottle 
is important to me 
because my mom 
got it for me at the 
Breakers. It means a 
lot to me because I 
haven't lost it yet, and 
my mom is proud of 
me for not loosing it."

Mia Pastore (9)

“This water bottle is 
stainless steel, and it 

keeps your drink cold 
for 24 hours and hot 
for 12. So it's easy to 

take to school, which 
is why I really love it.”
Caroline Sasser (9) “It's a nice bottle 

and pretty cheap, so 
I wanted to get it. It's 

like a baby to me, 
and I take it wherever 

I go."
K'Jakyre Daley (12)
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“It's a nice bottle 
and pretty cheap, so 
I wanted to get it. It's 

like a baby to me, 
and I take it wherever 

I go."
 (12)
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“My favorite game was Leander because all my friends and I got really loud and had a good time.”  Reese Axelrod 9unchained

quick splash At the 
homecoming game on Sept. 22 
against Westwood, the student 
section added water to its 
Hawaiian theme at the beginning 
of the third quarter. “The water felt 
really cool after because it was 
really hot in the student section 
because of all the people there,” 
freshman Leah Ingram said. 

Emilie Casady

money made me do it On 
Oct. 27 during the black-out pep 
rally, senior Zoey Sosing throws 
handfuls of H-E-B Buddy Bucks 
into the air during the senior 
victory yell. However, the seniors 
didn’t win the spirit stick. “The 
football players thought it would 
look cool to throw money,” Sosing 
said. “It made the victory circle 
look amazing.” Ali Dozier

 Graciella Homan 11,  Jenna Bach 11 & 
 Cierra Rodriguez 12  Ali Dozier

all the details
different views on pep rallies

“Being a pep rally emcee 
is exciting because you 
get to represent the 
school and get the crowd 
hyped up. It’s energizing 
and a great experience. 
The homecoming pep 
rally has been my favorite 
because of the fireworks.”

“I go to the cafeteria 
because it’s quiet, and it’s 
a good place for me to 
get my homework done. 
I used to go to them my 
freshman year, but it was 
really loud. I didn’t like it, 
so I found time some time 
to myself.” 

“My favorite pep rally so 
far has been the first one 
because it was my first 
high school pep rally, and 
they are much different 
compared to middle 
school. It’s neat to see 
everyone all together and 
loud.”

Sharika
 Menon 12

 Ethan Flynn 10

Brooke
 Abramson 9

loud &
proud

Whether it’s dancing to 
the Wiggalo, singing the 
school song or cheering 
with the band after 
halftime on Friday nights, 
the student body screams                                                                                                           
school spirit. 

“I’ve really enjoyed this 
year how crazy and 
hype we get for the pep 
rallies and in the student 
section at the football 
games,” Lagrone said.

“Pep rallies are like a get 
together for our school 
community to cheer on 
all sports,” Carter said. 
“My favorite part is the 
Victory Cheer.” 

“I liked the second pep 
rally because we hit a 
bunch of our stunts, like 
the pyramid,” Beaman 
said. “I liked the music 
that we performed to.”

“It’s always fun seeing 
students come together 
for different sports 
and participate with 
the different themes,” 
McKeown said.

hands up high rangers stand tall go, fight, win white out

the rest of the story
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football booster club 
donates weekly props.

Students beat two trash 
cans with wooden 
spoons at kickoff.

student section 
leaders organize 
weekly themes 
and cheers.

pep rallies are planned 
by the cheer sponsor & 
squad for game days.

students dress 
up for theme.

Before games, student section 
leaders enjoy a tailgate at Gupton 
Stadium to fill themselves up 
before the big game.

school spirit  
numbers from 
start to finish 

$75
$80
4
Students beat two trash 

numbers from 

Students beat two trash 
cans with wooden 
spoons at kickoff.

by the cheer sponsor & 
squad for game days.

students dress 

 Joann Foster,  Madison 
Lagrone &  Olivia Porter 12 

 Ashley Sherillo,  Taylor 
Bailey &  Cari Beaman 11

 Darien Carter &  Nicholas 
Podalak 11

 Jaiden McKeown,  Oakley 
Gates &  Austin McEwen 12

100 students surveyed
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Student section leaders set up at football games around 6:20 p.m.little did you know: 

 spirit
FALL23

 Gannon Azios 12: “It’s nice being charge of the 
rest of the students and organizing certain things 
to do while the game is going on. It rubs off on 
the players and hypes them up when we’re loud 
and cheering for them. Especially the Westwood 
game on Sept. 22 because they started to do 
even better.”

 Taylor Kopp 12: “Not only was the Hawaiian game 
super cool, it was nice to see our student body 
come together to cheer on our 
football team as one big family. It 
was funny when Lucas brought the 
tree because no one has ever done 
it, and it was such an original idea.” 

 Lucas Dial 12: “As one of the student 
section leaders, I brought ‘Treethan’ 
to the Hawaiian-themed game to 
help us go all out. Since it’s also 
my senior year, I wanted to do 
something memorable for me as 
a person and for our class and the 
student section. I’d say that it was a 
success, and I would do it again in a 
heartbeat. But sadly, our tree broke, 
and all I have left is the base at my 
house.”

 Tatum Hearn 12: “It’s pretty cool 
being a student section leader. It’s 
sometimes stressful with getting 
the themes in order and getting 
everyone to participate, but overall 
it’s a lot of fun getting to be a part 
of it with all of my friends.” 

A
loha State of M

ind

Student Section leaders rally 
fans on themed game days 

“We got the tree from 
Lucas’s house to go 
with our theme and 
make it more realistic.”

game time Dressed ready for the beach 
in Hawaiian gear, the student section yells 
as the football team runs out of the tunnel 
at Gupton Stadium before the Westwood 
homecoming game on Sept. 22.  “The 
student section is a place for everyone, 
even people who aren’t into football or 
fans of it,” senior  Tracey Nguyen said. 

 Ali Dozier

 Jalen Cameron 12,  Naequwan White 11 &  Jamil Pittman 12  Ali Dozier

 Andrew Chapa &  Kat Sheehan 12  Ali Dozier Graciella Homan 11,  Jenna Bach 11 & 
 Cierra Rodriguez 12  Ali Dozier

MORE TO THE STORY. Junior  Dawson Groch and freshman brother 
 Owen Groch hope to follow their older brother’s legacy as student 

section leaders. “I go to all of the home football games, and I think 
it would be cool to be a student section leader like our brother,” 
Owen said. Former student section leader and 2014 graduate, 
Carter Groch started the trend for his siblings. “I think the year that 

they did the red powder was probably the best thing he helped 
do,” Dawson said.

A
loha State of M

ind

 Eli Laczko 11
scan photo 

for more

Infographic details facts & 
figures related to pep rallies.

Module covers student views 
on pep rallies.
 

A collection of candid photos 
and quotes covers a cross-
section of spirited students.

By including 40+ clearly 
visible faces, the spread 
invites students to revisit 
it again and again.

A mini-story on 
spirited siblings 

expands coverage.

021590 27989.0818

The dominant photo
of fans dressed for
the Hawaiian theme
creates visual/verbal 
connection.

plan coverage of EVERY group/individual 
involved in an activity or event
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Balfour’s Yearbook Curriculum Print Resources
CUSTOMER# ______________________      SCHOOL NAME ______________________

						          ADVISER NAME ______________________

Quantity Item # Item Name Unit
022556 Balfour's Yearbook Curriculum (adviser guide) 1
020670 Yearbook Playbook (student workbook) 1
020669 Yearbook Paybook (student workbook) 1

STUDIOWORKS
022109 Essentials Guide (student workbook) 1
022108 Advanced Design Effects Guide (student workbook) 1

THEME
021187 Visual Theme (pad of 25)
021188 Verbal Theme (pad of 25)
022081 Logo Design (pad of 25)
022186 Theme Copy (pad of 25)
023498 The 5 R's (pad of 25)
023756 Theme Photos (pad of 25)

COPY
024522 Headlines (pad of 25)
024603 Captions (pad of 25)
019941 Copy (pad of 25)
020278 Alternative Copy (pad of 25)
020709 Copy Design (pad of 25)
020712 Editing (pad of 25)
023497 Caption Leads (pad of 25)

DESIGN
021191 Headline Design (pad of 25)
022082 Emphasis Type (pad of 25)
020277 Color Planning (pad of 25)
021589 Expand Storytelling (pad of 25)
022185 Type Hierarchy (pad of 25)
023003 Design Inspiration (pad of 25)
023499 Using Numbers (pad of 25)
024183 Secondary Coverage (pad of 25)

COVERAGE
019942 Coverage (pad of 25)
020028 BAL4.tv (pad of 25)
020710 Indexes (pad of 25)
020711 Colophon (pad of 25)
021587 Covering Everyone (pad of 25)
022083 Meaningful Quotes (pad of 25)
022187 Blended Coverage (pad of 25)
023004 Folio Ideas (pad of 25)
023005 Coverage Design (pad of 25)
023006 Student Profiles (pad of 25)
023500 Coverage Possibilities (pad of 25)
024181 White Space (pad of 25)
024182 Covering Experience (pad of 25)

PHOTOGRAPHY
020274 White Balance (pad of 25)
020275 PhotoTips #1 (pad of 25)
021190 Candid Portraits (pad of 25)
021590 Tell Story Visually (pad of 25)
022080 Photo Angles (pad of 25)
022184 Selective Focus (pad of 25)
023758 1, 2, 3, 4 & More (pad of 25)

BOOK SALES
020708 Non-Buyers (pad of 25)
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